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role in this country’s future. As I indi-
cated, I am going to be adding substan-
tial funding with respect to clean coal 
technology and the research that is 
necessary to unlock the capability, the 
scientific capability, and technology to 
be able to continue to use our abun-
dant coal resources long into the fu-
ture. 

It makes little difference if we have 
the equivalent of 600 billion barrels of 
oil in coal resources if we can’t use 
them. To say we have reserves equiva-
lent to 600 billion barrels of oil, if you 
can’t use that coal, it means very little 
to this country’s future. I believe, 
when you take a look at the most 
abundant resource, we need to be able 
to use it, but I also understand and be-
lieve we need to be able to use it in cir-
cumstances where we can produce in 
the future a coal-fired electric gener-
ating plant that is a zero-emission 
plant. I believe that is possible. Now, 
can we do it tomorrow? Probably not. 
But I believe that through technology, 
we can accomplish these things. 

The same is true with respect to coal 
to liquids. I don’t believe the debate 
among those of us who have spoken on 
this subject today is whether coal to 
liquids makes sense. It will contribute 
as a part of our alternative fuels to 
make us less dependent on foreign 
sources of oil, and that is something we 
should all aspire to have happen. But it 
will also, as we proceed in this direc-
tion, require us to have carbon capture 
and sequestration in a manner that is 
meaningful. 

One of the amendments today will es-
tablish a 6-billion-gallon requirement. 
I believe essentially the same amend-
ment a couple of weeks ago said it 
should be 21 billion barrels as a man-
date or requirement. I don’t know 
where those numbers come from. I just 
believe, as I think most who have spo-
ken believe, that we have to move in 
the direction of making coal to liquid 
work in a way that is compatible with 
this country’s environmental needs. 

So I am going to support the Tester 
amendment. I hope that at the end of 
the day, we will have received a mes-
sage here from the debate in this Con-
gress that says: Yes, alternative fuels 
make sense; coal to liquids makes 
sense; so, too, do carbon sequestration 
and carbon capture. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Ohio is recognized. 
Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent to use Senator 
TESTER’s time for up to 5 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

EMPLOYEE FREE CHOICE ACT 
Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I rise to 

speak for a moment on the Employee 
Free Choice Act, the legislation we will 
be considering this week and legisla-
tion which will, frankly, help to build 
the middle class. That is something I 
know the Presiding Officer spoke about 
in Pennsylvania often in the last year, 
as I did in Ohio. 

We know what has happened to man-
ufacturing jobs in this country, many 
of them good-paying union jobs. In my 
State, we have lost literally hundreds 
of thousands of them—more than 3 mil-
lion in the last 5 years nationally. We 
know what has happened as profits and 
wages have gone up in this country— 
excuse me—as profits and top executive 
salaries have gone up. We know that 
for most Americans, their wages have 
been stagnant. Part of that is the de-
cline of unionization. Poll after poll 
after poll shows that most people in 
this country, if presented with the op-
portunity, would like to join a union, 
but most are denied that opportunity 
because of the kind of workplace they 
are in oftentimes but oftentimes sim-
ply because management—employers— 
is able to beat back any kind of union-
ization effort. 

That is the importance of the Em-
ployee Free Choice Act. Let me illus-
trate by an example. The Presiding Of-
ficer and I sit on the Agriculture Com-
mittee together and one day back in 
February, our first month on the job— 
roughly the first month—we heard 
from a woman from southwest Ohio 
who came and testified on food stamps. 
The food stamp benefit in this country 
on the average is $1 per person per 
meal. She and her son, as a result, get 
about $6 a day in food stamps. She 
works full time. She is a single parent 
with a 9-year-old son. She is the presi-
dent of the local PTA of her son’s 
school. She teaches Sunday school, and 
she volunteers for the Cub Scouts for 
her son. She works full time making 
about $9 an hour. She is a food stamp 
beneficiary. She occasionally makes 
her son pork chops, which he likes to 
eat once or twice at the beginning of 
the month. During the first couple of 
weeks, she takes him to a fast-food res-
taurant once or twice. Almost invari-
ably, the last couple of days of the 
month, she sits at the kitchen table 
with her son, just the two of them, and 
she says she doesn’t eat. 

He says: Mom, what is wrong? 
She says: I am just not feeling well 

today, son. 
She has run out of money. It happens 

almost every month. She is playing by 
the rules. She works hard. She is doing 
almost everything we ask. She is in-
volved in the community. 

My belief is that, through talking to 
people like her, if she had the oppor-
tunity to join a union, she would see 
several things happen. She would see a 
higher wage. She would be more likely 
to have health insurance to build to-
ward a pension. All the things every-
body in this institution has, everyone 
who sits in the U.S. Senate—everyone 
who works in this institution, on that 
side of the Capitol or on this side of the 
Capitol, has health care, has a decent 
wage, and has a decent pension. 

The single force that gives people an 
opportunity for health care, a decent 
wage, and a decent pension is unioniza-
tion. We know that. If you trace the 
numbers of people joining unions and 

you draw a graph about wages in this 
country, the lines are almost parallel. 
We are a more productive workforce 
than we have ever been. Yet wages 
have not kept up with productivity. 
When you measure, for decades and 
decades in our country, as productivity 
went up, wages went up. But during the 
last few years, as productivity has gone 
up sharply, wages have continued to re-
main stagnant. That is in large part 
because of the decline of unionization. 

That is the importance of the Em-
ployee Free Choice Act. That is why it 
matters to our country. That is why it 
matters for building a strong middle 
class. That is why the Senate this week 
should pass the Employee Free Choice 
Act. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that at 2:15 today, there be 60 min-
utes remaining for debate with respect 
to the Bunning and Tester amend-
ments, that the time be equally divided 
and controlled, and that the remaining 
provisions of the previous order remain 
in effect. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECESS 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
stand in recess under the previous 
order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 12:41 p.m, recessed until 2:15 p.m. 
and reassembled when called to order 
by the Presiding Officer (Mr. CARPER). 

f 

CREATING LONG-TERM ENERGY 
ALTERNATIVES FOR THE NA-
TION ACT OF 2007—Continued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There 
are 60 minutes equally divided under 
the Bunning and Tester amendments. 

Who seeks time? 
The Senator from Kentucky is recog-

nized. 
AMENDMENT NO. 1628 

Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, I rise 
to talk about the Bunning, et al., fuel 
amendment No. 1628. Senator HATCH 
has asked to be listed as a cosponsor. I 
ask unanimous consent that he be 
added as a cosponsor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, for too 
long America has ignored its energy se-
curity. Many of us can remember the 
energy crisis in the 1970s. We were held 
ransom by a monopolistic oil cartel 
and forced to endure shortages, gas 
lines, and high prices. In the early 
1980s, just as America began to invest 
in alternative fuels, the oil-producing 
states of the world crashed prices to 
make new technology uncompetitive. 
During most of the last 25 years, we 
have enjoyed low prices and plentiful 
supplies. But we have had to pay a 
price. Today, we find that America is 
addicted to oil. 

September 11, 2001, and the hurri-
canes in the gulf region have shown the 
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